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 Very little rain was observed during the last 7 days. 
 

A pattern of suppressed rainfall was evident over Hispaniola during the past week. Many areas received little to no rainfall 

according to satellite estimates. A few provinces in central Dominican Republic picked up light amounts of rain less than 
10mm, as did some portions of the southern peninsula of Haiti and far eastern Dominican Republic. The weather pattern 

yielded 7-day deficits of at least 25-50mm over the island. The broad lack of rain this past week added to a period of 

expanding dryness across Haiti during October. Total rainfall over the past 30 days is now less than 50% of average for 
many portions of Haiti and northern Dominican Republic. When examined on the 90-day timescale, deficits are a little 

more confined. Still, the southern half of Haiti has received 80% or less of average rainfall. Ground conditions have yet to 
respond dramatically to the dearth of rainfall, with predominantly positive Vegetation Health Index values observed 

throughout Hispaniola. However, SPI values are very low in Central Haiti, indicating the significance of the dryness. The 

forecast for the outlook period is for some increase in rains and a return to rainfall closer to normal. The weather pattern 
is unlikely to make many inroads towards improvement of abnormal dryness across the region. 


